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Key Scripture: Galatians 1:8  | Central Text: 1 Kings 13  

Key Characters 

AN Old Prophet was once a young prophet. Let us note these key characters here - 

1. The Man of God – a.k.a. ‘the young Prophet’ 

2. King Jeroboam – the reigning king that did not repent despite the signs from God 

3. The Altar of sacrifice – polluted altar in Bethel 

4. Josiah – the promised new born king that will bring revolution in the land 

5. The Old Prophet – the living Prophet in the land, seen as the final word! 

6. Sons of Old Prophet – usually around the palace, they narrated the story to their master 

An “Old Prophet” was once vibrant and dynamic oracle of God who now carelessly lives 

compromising lifestyles although he still operates under the cloak of his calling but with 

yesterday’s glory and power – Romans 11:29. 

God’s daily provisions for our ever-changing needs show His multi-faceted wisdom 

(Romans 11:33) that can only be understood by revelation – 1 Corinthians 2:16.  

 

Characteristics of Old Prophets  

Let us examine some of these behaviours especially as shown by other deceptive ministers. 

The appellation – “Old Prophet” is not a taboo but contextually, it is seen as otherwise with 

the following traits: 

1. They become insensitive to the move of God. 

The Old Prophet lived in Beth-El (House of God) under an irreverent King Jeroboam - 1 Kings 

14:7-9 but could not caution the king. It is possible that this Old Prophet might have done 

one, all or more of the following: 

 Taken bribe from people of the land, 

 Compromised the standards of judgement from God, 

 Lowered his guards of authority, 

 Mingled with the unholy or unexpected sect, that is, irreverently operated his office. 
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Recall Prophet Eli at his latter days in 1 Samuel 2 -  

 He compromised God’s standard in child discipline – verse 17. 

 He cared for other families more than his own – verse 20. 

 He could not control his house nor the land of Israel – verse 23-25           

 He became dull of hearing from God and God devised another means to reach him  

– 1 Samuel 2:27; 3:17 

 He lost his role as Prophet in the land – 1 Samuel 4:4 

 

2. They Rest after the Test. 

A man loses strength not because he has fought a battle but because he does not re-train 

himself after he dispenses his energy. Jesus Christ would refrain from the public after 

ministering to people and will pray all-night for the next day. Luke 6:12. This is a pattern all 

ministers of God should emulate especially after discharging their duties - Colossians 4:2. 

The Old Prophet would rather be updated by his sons - 1 Kings 13:11. It was usual for the 

‘Old Prophet’ to rest/refresh at a spot – 1 Kings 13:15 but read 1 Corinthians 10:23-24. 

 

Conclusion 

We shall discover more of the characteristics of Old Prophets next week. Let us Pray. 


	Key Characters
	Characteristics of Old Prophets 
	Conclusion



