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Key Scripture: 2 Corinthians 13:5  

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not 

realize that Christ Jesus is in you — unless, of course, you fail the test? NIV 

 

Introduction 

Psalm 26:2 - Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my mind and my heart. NKJV. 

This is because of the possibility of false position and definition of ourselves. We pray 

that our garments shall remain pure and ready for the master’s use – 2 Timothy 2:21. 

The caution note, ‘Check it’, should constantly ring loudly in our heart, so we do not 

become a walking corpse.   

As we conclude this topic today, we shall discuss some silent disqualifiers to the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

B. What then should I watch out for?  

1. Assumption and Presumption 

a. Assumption – this is a belief without proof or evidence cf. 1 Thessalonians 

5:21-22. Learn from the Berean Christians – Acts 17:11. Any opinion or decision 

taken without due confirmation is an inherent sin. Hasty conclusions on issues 

and early judgements are forms of assumptions. Check it. 

b. Presumption – the Bible sees this as arrogance or rudeness. David prayed 

against this type of sin in Psalm 19:13 - Keep your servant also from willful 

(presumptuous) sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, 

innocent of great transgression. NIV. Read 2 Peter 2:10. Presumptuous sin will 

dominate its practitioner. Always check if there is a trace of self-will in your acts. 

 

2. Exaggeration or Hyperbole  

This is an overblown or overstated report. It is common around stories passed from 

person to person. Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-3. Usually, the presenter ‘adds’ few 

adjectives and subtracts/omits parts of the news when presenting it. Recall the 

news about Saul’s death to David – 2 Samuel 1:1-10. Your testimonies should be 

the whole truth. 
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3. Locked up matters – unsettled scores 

If the offence is still fresh, then you are carrying a deadly wound – Revelation 

21:27. Learn from Herod and Herodias – Luke 3:19-20 and Matthew 14:1-12. 

Matthew 6:15 But if you do not forgive others their trespasses [their reckless and 

willful sins, leaving them, letting them go, and giving up resentment], neither will 

your Father forgive you your trespasses. AMP   

 

4. Broken Promises  

Let the Holy Spirit remind you of those promises, pledges, vows, oaths and 

covenants you made in the past but failed to keep them. Don’t make rashly vows, 

and why will you involve others in your sin? From agreement to the oath that 

Joshua signed with the Gibeonites (Joshua 9:14-15), it was effective until Saul 

broke it – 1 Samuel 22:18-19 and Israel suffered for it during David’s reign – 2 

Samuel 21. Check it – Ecclesiastes 5:4-5.   

 

5. Unconfessed sins of the past  

Psalm 25:7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according 

to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O Lord. Cf. Psalm 130:3. 

Confess your sins before God – Psalm 51:4 and one to another – James 5:16 

Conclusion 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to prepare us as the Bride of the Lord. Do all that is 

within you to keep your garment pure. Examine yourself daily and make no 

assumption that you need no pruning. You shall finish strong. No one will replace 

your position in Heaven (Acts 1:20 and Revelation 21:12) and crown. Revelation 

3:11 - Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold that fast what you have, that no one may 

take your crown. NKJV 

 

Next Week 

The Holy Spirit shall be taking us on a journey through His Word. Thank you for your 

time. God bless you. Let us pray. 


