
OY IS THE opposite of sorrow just as light is the Jopposite of darkness and day is the opposite of 
night. Sorrow is the result of pain. Anywhere pain is, 
there will surely be weeping and sorrow; and anywhere 
there is peace, there will surely be joy. Poverty, 
barrenness, miscarriages, or afflictions and such, all 
bring sorrow to man. Satan is brings sorrow to man, but 
Jesus has come to give light and joy (John 10:10).

Weeping endures for the night, which is the period of 
darkness and sorrow, but joy comes in (with) the 
morning. When light comes, darkness and sorrow 
disappear (John 1:5), and joy is the result. Jesus is the 
light and the joy of the world - John 8:12.

Joy is coming means - 

3. Healing is coming: Sickness also brings sorrow, but 
healing results in joy (Psalm 107:20). There was joy in 
Israel when the dry bones received life - Ezekiel 37.
4. Testimony is coming: Testimony is the instrument 
of joy. The testimony of a good job, promotion, wedding, 

1. Prosperity is coming: Sorrow and pains are the 
results of poverty, and the greatest place for this is hell. 
Heaven is a place of joy (Revelation 21:4). With Jesus, the 
Light and Joy of the world, there is financial 
breakthrough and prosperity - Psalm 35:27; Haggai 2:8; 
Isaiah 60:5, 11; Isaiah 61:6; Philippians 4:19; Proverbs 
10:22.
2. Children are coming: Children are a source of joy to 
man,  - Genesis 18:10; Genesis 21:2.

1. Praise and worship: Whenever and wherever 
God is praised and worshipped, He brings joy to man.

5. Helper is coming: Peter toiled all through the 
night to no avail because there was no help for him. 
When he encountered the Joy of the world and 
Divine Helper, his business and destiny experienced 
a glorious turn around (Luke 5:1-6). The sick man in 
Mark Chapter 2 was able to reach Jesus because of 
the helpers around him, read Mark 2:4.

2. Show mercy to others by helping them.

5. Live a holy life.

Finally, brethren, the greatest instrument that 
guarantees eternal joy for a man is  SALVATION.
Therefore, restitute your ways and surrender your 
life to Jesus, the Prince of Peace, the Light, and the 
Joy of the world.  death has no If you have Jesus,
power and authority over you when it comes, He will 
take you to Heaven, the greatest place of Joy - 
Revelation 21:4.    

6. Peace is coming: Where there is peace, there will 
be joy. Jesus is the Peace - Isaiah 9:6; Mark 4:39.

new baby, travelling abroad, housewarming, and 
such, bring joy to man.

The instruments of Joy -

7. Salvation is coming -  read Luke 19:1-9.

4. Preach the gospel and win souls to the 
Kingdom of God.

3. Share the testimony of  God’s goodness to you.
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10. Bro. Biodun Obisesan

I return all glory to God for His faithfulness over the 
recent Sagamu City Crusade. God took over the City 
and added souls to His Kingdom. Hallelujah!

God gave me the grace to celebrate another year in 
His presence.

I keyed into the prophecy that came out of the altar, 
and God blessed my bank account. Amen.

11. Pastor Funmi Abiodun

perfected the healing of the sustained injury when I 
got to the Sagamu crusade ground.

7. Sis. Adeola Adesina
I appreciate the grace and protection of God over 
my family and specifically for delivering my son from 
an accident that would have taken his life. 

8. Sis. Bosede
God gave me a new car! He is a faithful God.

9. Bro. Favour Afolabi 
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Pray that the new converts from Sagamu Crusade 

will grow in the Grace and knowledge of God.

1. Sis. Titi Odetola

God granted my daughter the visa to travel abroad 
and He showed her mercy there.

God added another year to my age and I give Him all 
the glory.

I appreciate God for His faithfulness. He divinely 
healed my two children.

2. Sis. Salewa

3. Bro. Temitope Gideon 

4. Sis. Franca Ashabi
I thank God for saving my life from an accident, and 
for manifesting His almightiness at the recent 
Sagamu Evangelical Crusade.

God miraculously settled my debt. Praise God!

6. Bro. Samuel Adesina
God delivered me from an accident, and He 

5. Sis. Charity Okoli
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impac
tAs a follow-up to this series, we shall examine the 

second type of finishers. 

2. Sudden Finishers

b. Carelessness – If Satan is given a foothold, in no 
time, he will make it a stronghold. Our humility in prayer 
and service will be a strong force to resist the devil – 
James 4:7. James, one of the 12 disciples of Jesus, was 
arrested and killed – Acts 12:1-2. He was a lone ranger. 

The impact is the effect or result that one thing or person 
has on another. Everyone is born to provide a solution. 
You are created to make an impact. It takes the capacity 
to make a good impact. The good impact may be 
financial or career – Psalm 113:7-8, academic, marital, 
ministerial or spiritual.

This type of people started the race on a very good and 
encouraging note but, they were cut short in the middle 
of their races. Although they did not fail in the race, they 
were abruptly taken away like a candle in the wind. Their 
lights were plugged, and their flames were quenched 
untimely. These are some of the reasons they finished 
suddenly -  

In our bid to finish strong, we should make more efforts 
to make a clear positive and good impact in the end - 1 
Corinthians 3:14-15.

a. Immaturity – Stephen was a Spirit-filled disciple 
and full of faith and power Acts 6:8. He lacked the 
ministerial experience that rather made him appear 
'proud' before his accusers – Acts 7:51, 54. 
Unfortunately, he was stoned to death at his first and 
last public sermon – Acts 7:57-58. Note Paul's 
recommendation of appointing elders or bishops in the 
church – 1 Timothy 3:6-7. 1 Corinthians 10:32 - Give 
none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor 
to the church of God. KJV

B. DEVISED PURPOSE…Hebrews 11:13

INTRODUCTION

It is better 

to brand a good idea 

than 

to think about it alone.

Wisdom Nugget It is your race, but you cannot run alone. You need 
others as much as they need you. May your light 
shine in its time and your glory in its hour. You shall 
make a good impact on your generation. You shall 
finish strong and nothing shall cut you short. Amen. 

The church acted in defence by retreating rather 
than launching an attack. James was cut short and 
his apostolic race was terminated in prison.  Peter 
would have died in a similar manner – Acts 12:5, but 
the Church prayed for him.
c. Insensitivity - Matthew 10:16 -  

More than knowing God is to learn and to know His 
Ways and Words. His Words contain His Will. If we 
pray according to His Will, He hears us – 1 John 5:14. 
Uzzah probably did not know the written laws about 
the handling of the Ark of God. He fell short and God 
smote him dead while in service! – 2 Samuel 6:6-7. 
Cf. Numbers 4:15.  Yes, you can do all things but not 
all things are lawful to you - 1 Corinthians 6:12. The 
knowledge of the Word of God guides into all truth 
and against danger.

Naboth was not 'smart' enough to see the death trap 
in the king's invitation – 1 Kings 21:12-13. The 
Christian race is not against other people but against 
deadly enemies of the world, the flesh and devil. 
Naboth's light was dimmed, his hope was dashed, 
and his life wasted! What a painful exit from the 
race. Therefore, Christians must watch carefully - 
Ephesians 5:15.
d. Ignorance (misdirected zeal) - Romans 10:2 

CONCLUSION

We shall look at the third type of Finishers. God bless 
you. Let us pray. 

NEXT WEEK

ANCIENT WORDS, EVER TRUE - John17:17

Congregational HymnService Schedule FINISHINGSTRONG
3 Key Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:7STRONG

What To Avoid

Avoid the fear 

of what men 

will say, 

focus on what 

you will say.

1. Holy words long preserved

For our walk in this world;

They resound with God's own heart,

Oh, let the ancient words impart.

2. Words of Life, words of Hope,

Give us strength, help us cope;

In this world, where e'er we roam.

Ancient words will guide us home.

Chorus:

Ancient words, ever true,

Changing me and changing you.

We have come with open hearts;

Oh, let the ancient words impart.

3. Holy words of our Faith,

Handed down to this age;

Came to us through sacrifice.

Oh heed the faithful words of Christ.

4. Holy words long preserved

For our walk in this world;

They resound with God's own heart,

Oh let the ancient words impart.


